
 
FUNDRAISING

 
As always, fundraising

opportunities are available
through AmazonSmile and  

Fry's Food stores

VERSE OF THE
MONTH

So he got up and went to his
father. “But while he was still a
long way off, his father saw

him and was filled with
compassion for him; he ran to
his son, threw his arms around

him and kissed him.
-Luke 15:20

FOURTH DAY LIFE
V I A  D E  C R I S T O  / /   J U N E  2 0 2 2

We have 4 months until VDC Coed
weekend # 40!

Please continue praying for Pilgrims
and Team as they prepare for our

first weekend in 2 years!

DONT FORGET! A great
way you can help support
your Southern Arizona

Lutheran Via de Cristo is by
giving while you shop.
Connect your Amazon

account to the VDC Amazon
Smile account to earn

money for VdC



Prayers of
the Month

 

Heavenly Father,
you entrusted your Son

Jesus,
the child of Mary,

to the care of Joseph, an
earthly father.

Bless all fathers
as they care for their

families.
Give them strength and

wisdom,
tenderness and patience.
Support them in the work

they have to do,
protecting those who look

to them,
as we look to you for love

and salvation,
through Jesus Christ our

rock and defender.
 

.

A prayer for father 

Any prayer concerns can be sent to 
soazviadecristo@gmail.com.

You can list them as anonymous or you can say
who they are for or from.

, let's also continue to pray for everyone. We
can all use each other's prayers. Pray for
friends, strangers you haven't met yet and

even those you will never meet.

John Walsh, an American storyteller, took a storying team to Thailand. Someone
had prearranged for the team to share at a Buddhist school. To their

disappointment, when they met the principal she said, “No, no! The team can’t
teach our children. We’ve changed our mind. I’m sorry to cause you to come all

this way for nothing, but last week we had an American pastor speak in our
general assembly. He tried to get all of our children to become Christians. We

decided right then we didn’t want anymore American Christians speaking to our
children. I’m sorry. Your team can’t come here.”

Well, there was no more to be said. So the team sat there and visited politely with
the principal, hoping to lessen the tension of the meeting. They discovered that

there was no school the next day because it was the king’s birthday. The day was
called ‘Father’s Day’ since the king was considered the nation’s father. The

students would be absent, but the teachers would still be present at the school.
John said, “Would you like me to teach your teachers how to tell stories? I promise

I will keep it secular and not talk about Christianity.”
The principal said, “Oh, you would do that, even after I’ve cancelled your

program?”
John replied, “Yes, I would be honored.”

The next day John taught the teachers basic storytelling techniques to improve
their skills. The group laughed and had a good time, but they also applied

themselves to learning what John was teaching. By the end of the day, they were
all friends. The teachers had worked hard, and John admired their dedication to

their profession.
Then one teacher spoke up. “This is Father’s Day,” she said. “Tell us a story about

a father.” Immediately the rest chimed in and begged for ‘a father story’. John
said, “Well, I have a story about a father, but it’s a Bible story, and I said I

wouldn’t…” The principal interrupted him. “Oh, it’s all right to tell us a Bible story,”
she said. “These are teachers, not children.” So John told them about Abraham
and how God gave him and Sarah a child in their old age. John then taught the

teachers hand gestures to help them remember the story.
After the group was dismissed, the principal pulled John aside. “If I let you teach

our children to tell a Bible story, would it be like that one?”
“If you like that story, I’ll make sure the team teaches that very story. And I

guarantee you we will do nothing but teach the children to tell the story.” He went
over the exact details of how the classes would go. Every teacher would help with
the lesson. They would then send slips of paper home with the children so parents

could sign that their child told the story at least twice outside of school.
Over the next three days, the team taught the ‘birth of Isaac’ story to more than a
thousand students in grades three through six. Each student went home and told

the story at least twice. More than a thousand Thai children and teachers
experienced a great cross-cultural exchange with American Christian storytellers.
And more than three thousand people listened to a Bible story they’d never heard
before. The school wrote a letter of recommendation about what happened that
week. They commended the team on what they’d done, and they encouraged

other schools to take advantage of this opportunity if it was ever offered to them
 Proceed to page 3 to see a

tribute to Fathers 

A FATHERS DAY
STORY




